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Art Map
“Synthetic Times”, Zhang Ga
juillet 2008, p.87. (www.artmap.com.cn)
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——Interview with the

=5, an. 15 artists from “Synthetic
Times: Media Art China
2008”

Interviewer: Wang Xueqin
Translator: Yuan Jiong, Yu
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Art Map

“Synthetic Times”, Zhang Ga
juillet 2008, p.93. (www.artmap.com.cn)

capabilities as well,

Art Map:Which area of art does this kind of
experimental piece explore?

Stelarc: The interest is in the idea of the
body as an evolutionary architecture that
operates and becomes aware in the world,
With technological ornamentation you alter
its biological architecture thereby you adjust
its operation and awareness. For example,
this body now can perform remotely within
any media device, wireless device, | can
communicate with you remotely from another
country, | can even project my image to you
through mobile phone, computer. Now we will
develop haptical interfaces, so we are not only
communicating the words and images but also
physically.

Art Map: What should the relationship
between art and technolegy in your opinion?

Stelarc: | think it's a necessary relationship.
Using technology doesn't mean you
automatically make interesting art, but |
think new technology allow artists to have
new aesthetic possibilities and real time
interactivities which was not possible before.
And also to construct works of art that are not
only in one place but perhaps in multiplicity
spaces, electronically connected over the
internet. None of these would be possible
without some kind of technological interface,

Art Map: How many artists doing this kind of
artin Australia?

Stelarc: | think new media art is important. A lot
of young Australian artists are using new media
making interactive installations, so | think it’
s just the modern way of working for artist.
The traditional media are quite inadequate to
express the contemporary condition of the
human body. Perhaps we have to think about
the redesigning the body itself. Why have two
ears on your head not one in your arm? And
this project might be part of extended blue-
tooth system,

Art Map: Do you familiar with
contemporary Chinese art?
Stelarc: not so much it's only my second time in
China, | went to Shanghai to give a conference 5
or & years ago, of cause | sometimes read about
Chinese contemporary artist, performance

artist, new media artist, | have also met some
young Chinese artists overseas, Chinese
contemporary artists are very interesting both

93

Art Map: Your works require audience to enter
and interact. Why do you so inspired at this
point?

in terms of concept, in terms of 1 that

are constructed.

Where are you? 2005

(HERE } FR - SUKE EFAR W08
Where areyou? Luc Courchesne  Electronics 2005

Art Map: This is a fantastic multiple-
dimensional work. Do you think people could
change the real world throug 7

Luc C h

far 20th century, it's about telling storles.

Cinema is a good media

Audiences are watching it passively, The media
of 21 century will be very different, because
we have computers, we also have cinema,
panorama, all this together is 21 century. It's
interactive, you are to participate. Immersion
and interaction is the nature of 21 century art.

Pneumatic Sound Field 2006

Edwin Van der Heide

Netherlands

Art Map: What is the meaning you try to
express within this sound piece?

Edwin Van der Heide: In this piece | use
pneumatic valves to produce sound, | have
been exploring possibilities of what | can do
with it, the reason I'm using these valves just
simple idea, air or its sound, especially change
the air, environment pressure. My background
is music, 50 I'm used to use speakers. | was very
interested to see what would happen, if | use

Luc Courchesne: The 3D world that was
created for this work doesn’t change, it's a
fixed world. So you have one reality with many
scales, at one scale it's just one graphical line,
and four scales. The virtual world in it doesn't
change, but you can change position, navigate,
and change the scale, make yourself bigger or
smaller.

Art Map: What king of theme these works
express to the audience?

Luc Courchesne: We are now discussing the
idea of virtual reality, artificial reality, we added
levels of information to this. This work is trying
to explore how our physical body relate to the
new layers of reality and perhaps when a virtual
reality develops, becomes richer, may be we
would lose touch with physical reality?

Art Map: Is this a dream?

Luc Courchesne: A little bit dream or
imagination. Close your eyes and imagine,
then try to represent or create the result of
imagination but make it inhabitable. You can
invite other people in your mind,

comp ? Add p
what | can do with the valves?

into the air? And

Art Map: Do you usually use sound as your
inspiration?

Edwin Van der Heide: Yes of course, | studied
composition in music school, and | have been
doing performance too. | extend my interests in
working with space, | think this is a very good
media too. | also make sound light pleces, and
interactive pieces. 5o it depends on the ...
rmaybe the invitation | guess. | work within my
own idea, and how to explore the boundaries
of the idea.

Art Map: Is it very difficult to control sound as
an artistic media?

Edwin Van der Heide: Not difficult, you have to
be open to what happens. | think a lot of people
make mistake in the exhibition, people forget
to think about the sound in the space. If you
think about the space in cooperate with your
idea, you will realize, you can’t do everything
you want, but if you be able to deal with it,
then it's not difficult, you win and you come
to another level. It's possible but just different
approach,
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The Beijing News
“Synthetic Times” shows Interaction in New Age
http://www.thebeijingnews.com/culture/2008/06-08/018@092041.htm
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"Where are you?", Luc Courchesne (2005)
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